
Shipbuilding: Do Numbers Matter?
China’s Naval Fleet Overtakes U.S. by 2015
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*Based on a procurement of 6 
ships a year.

*Based on a conservative 
projection of 12 ships a year

Compiled by American Shipbuilding Association  
Source: CRS; DOD FY 04 Annual Report on the Military Power of the People’s Republic of China; Federation of American Scientists

N
um

be
r o

f S
hi

ps

U.S. Fleet Today:
•12 Aircraft Carriers
•53 Attack Submarines
•103 Surface Combatants
•11.5 Amphibious Ready

Groups

By 2010, the Chinese 
submarine fleet is 
projected to be 
double the size of the 
U.S. submarine fleet.


